Bats: Chiroptera as Vectors of Diseases and
Parasites

Bats are fascinating creatures that play a vital role in the ecosystem. They
are the only mammals that can fly, and they are responsible for pollinating
a wide variety of plants. However, bats are also known to carry a number of
diseases and parasites that can be harmful to humans and animals.
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Diseases Transmitted by Bats

Bats can transmit a number of diseases to humans and animals, including:

= Rabies
= Lyssavirus
= Nipah virus

= Hendra virus
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= Ebola virus
= Marburg virus

These diseases can be fatal, and there is no cure for most of them. Bats
can transmit these diseases through their saliva, urine, or feces.

Parasites Transmitted by Bats

Bats can also transmit a number of parasites to humans and animals,
including:

= Fleas

= Ticks

= Mites

= Worms

= Protozoa

These parasites can cause a variety of symptoms, including itching, rash,
fever, and diarrhea. Some parasites can also transmit diseases.

Protecting Yourself from Bats

There are a number of things you can do to protect yourself from bats and
the diseases and parasites they can transmit:

= Avoid contact with bats.

= If you see a bat, do not approach it.



If you are bitten or scratched by a bat, seek medical attention
immediately.

= Cover your skin and hair when you are in areas where bats are known
to live.

= Use insect repellent when you are in areas where bats are known to
live.

= Seal up any holes in your home or other buildings where bats could
enter.

Bats are fascinating creatures, but they can also pose a health risk to
humans and animals. By taking precautions to protect yourself from bats,
you can help to reduce your risk of exposure to the diseases and parasites
they can transmit.
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