
Fortune Bazaar: The Making of Hong Kong
A Comprehensive Guide to the City's Rise and Transformation

Hong Kong, a vibrant and cosmopolitan city, has emerged as a global
financial center and one of the world's most important trade hubs. Its rise to
prominence is a fascinating tale of ambition, innovation, and resilience.
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In "Fortune Bazaar: The Making of Hong Kong," renowned historian Dr.
Robert Bickers provides a comprehensive and engaging account of the
city's history, culture, and transformation. Drawing on extensive research
and first-hand accounts, Dr. Bickers paints a vivid picture of Hong Kong's
journey from a humble fishing village to a bustling metropolis.

The book begins with the early days of Hong Kong, when it was a small
British colony with a strategic location at the mouth of the Pearl River Delta.
Dr. Bickers explores the factors that led to Hong Kong's growth as a
commercial center, including its natural harbor, its proximity to China, and
its role as a gateway to the East.

As Hong Kong grew in importance, it became a melting pot of cultures and
ideas. Dr. Bickers highlights the contributions of Chinese immigrants,
British merchants, and other communities to the city's development. He
also examines the impact of major historical events, such as the Opium
Wars and the Second World War, on Hong Kong's trajectory.

One of the most fascinating aspects of "Fortune Bazaar" is its exploration
of Hong Kong's unique economic and political system. Dr. Bickers provides
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a detailed analysis of the city's free market economy, its low tax rates, and
its strong legal framework. He also discusses the complex relationship
between Hong Kong and China, which has evolved over time from
confrontation to cooperation.

In addition to its historical and economic insights, "Fortune Bazaar" offers a
glimpse into Hong Kong's vibrant culture and society. Dr. Bickers explores
the city's arts scene, its culinary traditions, and its unique blend of Eastern
and Western influences. He also provides insights into the lives of ordinary
Hong Kongers, from the fishermen and merchants who built the city to the
entrepreneurs and professionals who drive its economy today.

Written with clarity and insight, "Fortune Bazaar" is an indispensable
resource for anyone interested in understanding Hong Kong's rise and
transformation. It is a must-read for historians, economists, and anyone
fascinated by the story of one of the world's most dynamic cities.

Praise for "Fortune Bazaar"

"A masterful and comprehensive account of Hong Kong's fascinating
history and transformation. Dr. Bickers has produced a work that is both
scholarly and accessible, a must-read for anyone interested in the city's
past, present, and future." - Professor David Faure, University of Oxford

"A rich and nuanced exploration of the factors that have shaped Hong
Kong's development. Dr. Bickers's insights into the city's economic,
political, and cultural dynamics are invaluable." - Professor Janet Hunter,
City University of Hong Kong



"A timely and important book that sheds light on the complex and evolving
relationship between Hong Kong and China. Dr. Bickers offers a balanced
and informed perspective on the city's unique position and challenges." -
Professor Steve Tsang, University of Nottingham

"Fortune Bazaar is a must-read for anyone interested in the history and
development of one of the world's most fascinating cities. Dr. Bickers has
written a book that is both informative and engaging, a valuable addition to
the literature on Hong Kong." - Professor James Lee, Chinese University of
Hong Kong

About the Author

Dr. Robert Bickers is a professor of history at the University of Bristol. He is
an expert on the history of China and Hong Kong, and has published
extensively on the subject. His previous books include "Britain in China:
Imperialism and the Opium War" and "The Scramble for China: Foreign
Devils in the Qing Empire." Dr. Bickers is a Fellow of the Royal Historical
Society and a recipient of the Cundill History Prize.

Free Download Your Copy Today

Free Download your copy of "Fortune Bazaar: The Making of Hong Kong"
today and get a deeper understanding of this remarkable city's history,
culture, and transformation.

Available in paperback, hardcover, and e-book formats.
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