
Navigate Emergency Abdominal Surgery with
Confidence: A Review of Schein's "Common
Sense Emergency Abdominal Surgery"
As a surgeon who frequently encounters abdominal emergencies, I have
found Schein's "Common Sense Emergency Abdominal Surgery" to be an
invaluable resource. This comprehensive guide provides a systematic
approach to the diagnosis and management of a wide range of abdominal
emergencies, from common conditions like appendicitis and cholecystitis to
life-threatening scenarios such as perforated viscus and abdominal trauma.

Schein's Common Sense Emergency Abdominal Surgery 
4.8 out of 5

The book's strength lies in its practical, hands-on approach. Schein, a
renowned surgeon with decades of experience, shares his insights and
techniques in a clear and concise manner. Each chapter covers a specific
type of abdominal emergency, providing detailed descriptions of the clinical
presentation, diagnostic workup, and surgical options.
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For instance, the chapter on appendicitis includes high-quality images that
illustrate the typical appearance of an inflamed appendix. Schein discusses
the various laparoscopic and open approaches for appendectomy,
highlighting the advantages and disadvantages of each technique. This
level of detail is consistent throughout the book, making it an excellent
resource for surgeons of all experience levels.

One aspect that I particularly appreciate is Schein's emphasis on decision-
making. In emergency situations, surgeons are often faced with critical
choices that can impact the patient's outcome. Schein provides a
structured framework for evaluating the risks and benefits of different
surgical interventions, empowering surgeons to make informed decisions.

Another highlight of the book is its coverage of laparoscopic surgery.
Minimally invasive techniques have become increasingly prevalent in
abdominal surgery, and Schein dedicates several chapters to this important
topic. He offers practical tips on laparoscopic suturing, knot-tying, and port
placement, ensuring that surgeons are well-equipped to perform
laparoscopic procedures safely and effectively.

However, it's worth noting that the book primarily focuses on traditional
open surgery techniques. While laparoscopic surgery is discussed, it is not
as extensively covered as in some other specialized texts. Surgeons
seeking a comprehensive guide to laparoscopic abdominal surgery may
need to supplement their reading with additional resources.

Overall, Schein's "Common Sense Emergency Abdominal Surgery" is an
essential reference for any surgeon dealing with abdominal emergencies.
Its practical, hands-on approach, combined with its comprehensive



coverage and decision-making framework, makes it an invaluable tool in
the operating room. Whether you are a seasoned surgeon or a resident in
training, this book will undoubtedly enhance your surgical skills and
improve your patient outcomes.
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