
The Impact of WTO SPS Law on EU Food
Regulations
The World Trade Organization's (WTO) Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) is a
comprehensive international agreement that sets out the rules for the
application of food safety measures. The SPS Agreement has a significant
impact on EU food regulations, as the EU is a member of the WTO and
must comply with its obligations under the SPS Agreement.
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The Main Provisions of the SPS Agreement

The SPS Agreement sets out a number of key principles that must be
followed by WTO members when applying food safety measures. These
principles include:
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The precautionary principle: Food safety measures must be based on
a risk assessment, but they may be applied even if there is no
scientific certainty about the risks involved.

The non-discrimination principle: Food safety measures must not
discriminate between domestic and imported products.

The equivalence principle: Food safety measures must not create
unnecessary barriers to trade.

The Interpretation of the SPS Agreement by the WTO Dispute
Settlement Body

The WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) is responsible for interpreting the
SPS Agreement and resolving disputes between WTO members. The DSB
has issued a number of rulings that have clarified the meaning of the SPS
Agreement and its implications for food safety measures. These rulings
have established that:

The precautionary principle does not allow WTO members to apply
food safety measures that are not based on a risk assessment.

The non-discrimination principle prohibits WTO members from
applying food safety measures that discriminate between domestic
and imported products.

The equivalence principle requires WTO members to recognize the
equivalence of food safety measures that are based on different
scientific methods.

The Implications of the SPS Agreement for EU Food Regulations



The SPS Agreement has a number of implications for EU food regulations.
These implications include:

The EU must ensure that its food safety measures are based on a risk
assessment.

The EU must not discriminate between domestic and imported
products in its application of food safety measures.

The EU must recognize the equivalence of food safety measures that
are based on different scientific methods.

The Challenges and Opportunities of the SPS Agreement for the EU

The SPS Agreement presents both challenges and opportunities for the
EU. The challenges include:

The need to comply with the SPS Agreement's principles and
requirements.

The potential for trade disputes with other WTO members over food
safety measures.

The opportunities include:

The ability to use the SPS Agreement to challenge food safety
measures that discriminate against EU products.

The ability to work with other WTO members to develop common food
safety standards.

The SPS Agreement is a complex and important international agreement
that has a significant impact on EU food regulations. The EU must comply



with the SPS Agreement's principles and requirements, but it also has the
opportunity to use the SPS Agreement to challenge food safety measures
that discriminate against EU products and to work with other WTO
members to develop common food safety standards.
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